
Chris R. Calkins, Ph.D.
University of Nebraska
Professor of Animal Science
A213 Animal Science
Box 830908
Lincoln, NE   68583-0908
(402) 472-6314, Fax (402) 472-6362
E-mail:  Ccalkin
Interactive Student Journals to Promote critical thinking



Animal Science 310
Fresh Meats

August 27, 2002

STUDENT JOURNAL

Objectives:

1)  encourage active awareness of current issues in meat science
2)  provide a written record of student response to Ani Sci 310
3)  enhance student learning and writing by encouraging active consideration of

issues in meat science

Type of Assignment: bound journal (e.g., Comp Book 10 in. by 7 7/8 in.)

Audience: The student and professor

Writer's Role:

1)  record your reaction to meat science issues
2)  ask probing questions and review the facts as presented
3)  integrate the information into an existing concept of meat science

Purpose of the Assignment:

1)  provide structure to your critical evaluation of events relating to meat science
2)  serve as a written record of your response to Ani Sci 310

Task:

1) each week, obtain a printed news item related to fresh meat science and affix to
     the journal

2)  for each item:
a) describe your reaction to the information
b) what questions do you have?
c) how might the information be flawed/biased?
e) discuss how this impacts the meat industry

3)  periodically, respond in writing to oral questions



Conventions to Follow:

1)  format/design requirements
a) length - at least one full page
b) typewritten - no, but must be legible
c) headings - source and date of item;  topic title;  entry number; date

2)  organization
paragraph response to questions, using correct English

3)  documentation
identify the source and date of each item

4)  style
non-technical.  Remember, you are writing to the instructor.

5)  spelling, grammar, sentence structure

Deadlines:

1)  Due in class at the beginning of the period
2)  I will periodically collect, read and mark the journals
3)  Journals are due in class, on request (Always bring them to class)
Journals not presented in class when requested will be marked late (5% per day if

not presented in class when due)
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Objectives of the Student Journal

•  Encourage active awareness of current
issues in meat science

•  Provide a written record of student 
responses to ASCI 310 – Fresh Meats

•  Enhance student learning and writing by
encouraging active consideration of
issues in meat science



Ultimate Goals

•  To get students to interact with current
issues in the field

•  To provoke critical evaluation of printed
media

•  To synthesize the information that has
been presented in class

•  To re-connect with the instructor if their
attention is drifting



The Journals Provide

•  A way to communicate directly without the
formality of a face-to-face meeting

•  A way to remain connected to the course
throughout the semester

•  A way to develop knowledge of current
issues

•  A way to enhance critical thinking skills



What are the Journals?

•  Weekly entry – printed matter from the
discipline
–  Newspaper articles

–  Trade publications

–  Internet stories

–  Journal articles

–  Promotional/advertising materials



Each entry must address:

a)  student reaction to the information

b)  identification of questions which might
arise in the student

c)  how the information might be 
flawed/biased

d)  the potential impact of the issue or 
article on the discipline



Journals must be brought to each class.

The instructor frequently asks students to
write in them during class.

Journals are graded on a +/- system to
encourage a free-flow of thought.



Student Comments



Journals entries are good to help inform the
students of current issues and make us
aware of what is happening in the world.
It also allows us to ask questions and get
answers…



I have never had a class of this type where
you synthesized the ideas that you
introduced in class and saw how it was
happening or applied in industry.  I found
that to be a major plus.



I thought writing a journal entry each week
was a really good idea.  It gave us a sense
of what was going on and the different
issues that were occurring in the meat
industry.  I thought it was interesting to
read and find a journal article each week.
I really didn’t see any disadvantages in
preparing a journal entry each week
except maybe sometimes I had a hard
time finding an article that was interesting
to me.



I think that the journal we wrote during the
semester was very helpful in keeping up-
to-date with current issues in the meat
industry.  It forced me to look at topics
which were relevant to fresh meats and of
interest to me which helped broaden my
knowledge of the industry.



I think in-class discussion about our journal
articles would be interesting and
beneficial.  I don’t think this would be
needed every week, but if a short
discussion was allowed a few times
through the semester it would be helpful.



I liked the journal because it made me read
and learn things that I would normally not
read.  I also had a better sense of what
the meat industry goes through in relation
to serving it’s (sic) consumers and
improving operations.  Generally it was a
good way of being connected with the
meat industry.  This is a good way for
students to learn about different things
that happen in the meat industry that they
normally would not know.



The thing I liked about the journals was that
it kept me on my toes in keeping up with
current events in the meat industry.  I also
liked how we had to go to different
sources each time, like a newspaper or
magazine or another source.  Not only
does this keep our journals different, but it
keeps us to look at different areas where
information can be found.



The journals are a good idea.  It forces you
to look into issues that are going on in the
meat industry.  However, sometimes it is
hard to find stuff to write about.  For me
personally, I did not like the journals.  As
you know, I had a hard time getting them
done by due dates given.  I feel with all the
other class work in this class and other
classes, it was hard for me to remember.
However, this is my personal opinion, but
in general I feel it is a good idea.



I liked this at the start.  I was reading
information that I did not normally read
and was up-to-date on what was going on.
At the end of the semester, I thought of it
as more of a hassle than a benefit.  My
thought is maybe adding something else
to it like make the student go to the store
and explain how 2 different meat cuts
were different than the pamphlet.  I think it
will keep the students more interested.
The other thought I have is use it more in
class.  Maybe have the students write their
thoughts after a lab and what they thought
of the lab.



I think that the journal was a very good way
of making us stay updated with what is
going on in the meat industry.  Even
though it can be somewhat time
consuming during “crazy” school weeks, I
see it as a good activity.  Before taking this
class, I had no idea there were so many
sources of meat industry news and now I
am subscribed to two servers (they send
me updates daily by e-mail).  As a
suggestion, I would say that the minimum
number of entries required should be
reduced to 8-10.



Added Benefits:

•  Students saw this as a way to become
up-to-date with industry issues

•  Students learned about the breadth of
information sources

•  The activity introduced students to
additional topics in the discipline



Improvements:

•  Not require an entry every week

•  Consider varying the type of activity
beyond published articles

•  Conduct more discussions on journal
entries during the semester



Supplemental Uses of the Journal

•  Regain student attention

•  Encourage getting to class on time

•  Reinforce material covered in lecture


